
REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT NO. 13 
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

March 15, 2012 

 
Committee Members Present : S. Carleton – Chair, C. Bachofner, L. Andrews, G. Emery,  
                                                                 E. Schenk, D. Robishaw 
Other Board Members Present : none 
Staff Members Present  : T. Forti, L. Schooley, N. Guyer 
Others Present   : none 
Location    : Superintendent’s Office – McLain School  
 
I. Call to order: 
 

This meeting was called to order by Sally Carleton, Curriculum Committee Chair at 5:45 PM. 

 
II. Review of Core Planning Elements – progress and continuing challenges: 
  

L. Schooley and T. Forti provided committee members with an update on the ten Grade 8-12 Core Planning 
Elements that were formulated in the spring of 2010.  These elements were formulated in collaboration with the 
Transition Advisory Group and were intended to guide program development efforts for Oceanside High School 
as well as serve as benchmarks in monitoring continuing developmental progress.  This document is also 
available on the district’s website as a ‘working document’ of the 8-12 Transition Advisory Group – accessible via 
the Central Office banner. Principals Schooley and Forti also noted that these core planning elements are 
consistent with the efforts currently being pursued for NEASC accreditation 
 
The core planning elements speak to the need for high school reform, maintenance of high standards in learning 
for all students, the value of shared leadership, and the need for unity between the two OHS campuses.  Several 
examples were provided of areas where much has been accomplished, and areas of continuing challenges were 
also highlighted.  Among these are the implications and challenges of raised expectations for all students, the 
phasing out of lower track classes, and the need to build and maintain strong intervention and support programs 
for students struggling to meet standards.  These areas will continue to be the focus of professional development 
and program development efforts.         

   

III. Review of MCST courses to be offered in the 2012-2013 OHS Program of Studies:  
  
 T. Forti identified MSCT courses that will be listed within the OHS 2012-2013 program of studies as courses that 

may be utilized to fulfill graduation credits.  These include Principles of Engineering, Medical Science, and 
Graphic Arts.  Additional courses will be considered for inclusion as commensurate standards and common 
assessments are verified.  OHS faculty continue to work with MCST faculty to expand the repertoire of credit 
earning pathways available to students.   

   

IV. Overview of results from the 9th grade College Work Readiness Assessment (CWRA): 
 
 L. Schooley provided a report summary resulting from the initial administration of the College Work Readiness 

Assessment that was given to OHS 9
th
 graders in the fall of 2011.  OHS 9

th
 grade performance was compared to 

a national sample in assessing skills involving analytic reasoning and evaluation, writing effectiveness, writing 
mechanics, and problem solving.  In this innovative, on-line approach to assessing 21

st
 century skills, OHS 

students compared favorably with other participating schools nationally.  Principal Schooley noted that this 
assessment has also been beneficial for teachers in framing more explicitly an assessment format and cognitive 
demand task set that target these critical, higher order skills.  As a result of these assessment data, the faculty 
was also able to identify writing effectiveness as a highlighted area for continuing skill development during this 
academic year.  The OHS 12

th
 graders will also participate in this assessment during the spring of 2012. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



V. Curriculum Initiatives Progress Updates: 
  
 N. Guyer reported on the following curriculum initiatives:  
 

 The administrative team continues to work on ensuring standardized expectations for instructional 
minutes in core academic areas.  This was an area of need highlighted as a result of the parity study and 
may require modifications to how allied arts instruction is delivered.  

 The administrative team conducted a half-day work session on March 6
th
 for processing initial information 

resulting from the math audit.  This initial session also determined recommendations for editing and 
formatting a final report that will be shared with a working group of math faculty on March 26

th
, and with 

the Curriculum Committee at its next regular meeting.   

 Committee members were informed that the RSU’s effort to recruit two foreign language teaching 
assistants (FLTA) for 2012-2013 has been stymied by the decision to discontinue the Fulbright FLTA 
program through the Institute for International Education.  This is a discouraging development as the 
district continues to seek cost effective ways to provide equitable access to quality world language 
learning opportunities in all schools of RSU 13.  Other options for program development that had been 
formulated in November of 2011 were reviewed by the committee and will be deliberated within the 
budget formulation process.  

 

VI. Other/adjourn: 
 

Given the schedule of budget meetings planned for April and the regular meeting date conflict with the spring 
school vacation week, committee members agreed that the Curriculum Committee will not meet in April.  The  
next Curriculum Committee meeting will take place on May 17, 2012 at the Superintendent’s Office beginning  
at 5:40 PM.  
 

 This meeting was adjourned by Sally Carleton at 7:35 PM 
 


